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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Health Reports, 
Form 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 
hospital and separate dispensary in the continental- United States. Troops 
in transit and certain small detachments are not required to submit reports; 
for this and other reasons, the total strength of the reporting units as 
shown herein has been consistently about four percent below the actual strength 
of the Army in the Continental United States. 


Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation 
at the earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of 
the reported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 

Admissions are reported only for cases hospitalized or confined to 
quarters and excused from duty for 24 hours or longer, except for certain 
cases carded for record only (chiefly venereal disease cases treated on a 
duty status, and deaths which occurred before admission*to hospital or quar- 
ters). Admissions designated as "injury" comprise all traumatisms other than 
battle casualties (i.e., morbid conditions due to external causes, including 
poisons taken internally, results of exposure to heat, cold and light, and 
reactions to medications as well as various types of wounds not due to enemy 
action). Under present conditions there would not be any direct admissions 
in the continental United States properly classifiable as battle casualties. 
All cases other than those of injury or battle casualty are classified as 
"disease. " 


Admission rates are shown for all causes combined, for all diseases 
combined, for injuries and for a few specific diseases. These rates are 
presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding 
rates in annual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicate 
the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would occur over 
@ year's time if the current week's experience continued for a year. 


The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communi- 
cable and certain other diseases of special interest. Appended is a list of 
cases reported for the rarer communicable and certain other diseases. 


The average proportion of the daily strength of the command which is 
confined to hospital or quarters (mean number of non-effectives per thousand 
strength) is given in the summary table for the total United States and for 
each of the Service Commands. This ratio may not be significant when the 
strength of a Command is changing markedly or when a Command has a relatively 
large number of General Hospitals. 


The number of enlisted men discharged during the week on Certificates 
of Disability for Discharge (CDD) are shown for individual stations. These 
data should be distinguished from the figures for "honorable discharges for 
physical and mental disqualification" published in the ASF Monthly Progress 
Report; the latter include discharges for inaptness in addition to CDD's and 
are assembled on a somewhat different basis le.g., the April data represent 
April discharges processed by the AGO during April and May plus discharges 
prior to April which were processed in May). 


MORTALITY DATA 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on Forms §6ab is — 
incomplete, especially in the case of deaths from injury. The resulting 


understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much as 25 per- 


cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease is not 
materially understated. Therefore in computing mortality rates from injury 
and from all causes on the basis of the corresponding numbers of deaths, as 
shown in this report, an appropriate adjustment for the underreporting of 
such deaths must be made. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 


Included in the report is a table listing the stations (having strength 
of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates from all causes, from all 
diseases combined, from injuries, and from a few specific diseases. Not 
infrequently, the excessively high rates of admission for all causes and for 
all diseases combined reported from reception centers reflect a large number 
of venereal diseas« cases among newly inducted men. Therefore, more signi- 
ficant of high morb. *ity from disease are the rates of admission for disease 
excluding venereal - ‘ections existing prior to induction, which rates are 
also shown in the table. 


HOSPITALIZATION DATA 


Current hospitalization conditions are presented in terms of total beds 
authorized and total beds occupied. 


Unless otherwise specified, beds authorized as shown in this report are 
defined in par. 36h of AR 40-1080, C 2. Total beds include expansion beds 
in addition to normal beds. Beds in dispensaries, convalescent facilities, 
venereal disease facilities, and college oruniversity training units are not 
included in the tabulations for individual stations. , 


Regional Hospitals are distinguished from Station Hospitals by the letters 
(RH} appearing after the name of the station. 


In the case of General Hospitals there are shown, in addition, the num- 
ber of Army patients admitted, the number disposed of during the week (by 
return to duty, transfer, death, CDD, or otherwise), and the number of such 
patients remaining in hospital (including convalescent facilities, if any) 
at the end of the week, subdivided by disease, injury, and battle casualty | 
patients. Thepatient days of treatment are presented separately for hospital 
and for convalescent facilities. The bed capacity and beds occupied in con- 
valescent facilities are also indicated. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 


In reading the detail tables, it should be borne in mind that admission 
rates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the 
symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or 
fewer cases. 


Where the. current week's data for a particular station have not been 
received, the latest available figures are substituted therefor and the 
symbol (#) is placed after the name of the station. 
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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING 21 JULY 19h) 
COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 


CURRENT MORBIDITY IN TEE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 
All Causes: Disease and ee 

ring the week ending July 19h); the admission 
rate from all causes was reported at 557 per thousand, 
substantially the same as for the previous week but 
about 5 percent above the minimum rate for the year, 
recorded during the last week of June and the first week 
of July. The admission rate for the current week for 
all causes, for all diseases, and for all injuries is 
in each case approximately 25 percent lower than for the 
corresponding week of 19,3. 


Morbidity from disease during the current week was 
at a rate of 83 per thousand which was practically the 
same as for the previous week. The current week's ad- 
mission rate from disease is 18 percent below the lowest 
rate experienced during 193. 


Morbidity from injury decreased somewhat from the 
relatively high rate recorded in the previous week to a 
rate of 7 per thousand for the current week. 


Respiratory Causes: 
Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. decreased 


slightly to a rate of 66 per year per thousand to con- 
tinue the steady downward trend which prevailed during 
the previous 21 weeks. Current morbidity from these 
causes is about 30 percent under that for the corres- 
ponding week of 1943; in fact since the first week of 
June 19) the admission rate has been under the lowest 
rate experienced in 193. 


The admission rate from pneumonia decreased slight- 
ly to a rate of 6 per thousand, which is the lowest 
level attained so far this year and well below the min- 


imum rate recorded during 1943 (8 per thousand during 
September). 


Common Communicable Diseases: 

Morbidity from venereal disease (excluding cases 
contracted prior to entry into active service) in- 
creased slightly to a rate of 36 per thousand, the 
highest reported since early in 192. Current morbid- | 
ity from these causes is about 25 percent higher than 
during the corresponding week of 193. 


The admission rate for diarrhea and dysentery de- 
creased fractionally to 13 per thousand and was only 
about one-half as high as the rate for the correspond= | 
ing week of 19)3. 


The numbers of new cases of measles, mumps, and 
scarlet fever all decreased sharply during the current 
week following the expected seasonal trend. The num= 
bers of new cases of measles and scarlet fever for the 
current week were both lower than the minimun figures 
registered during 19)3. 


The number of new cases of meningitis decreased 
to the same relatively low level reported two weeks 


ago. The number of new cases of rheumatic fever in- 
creased somewhat although it continued low in relation 
to the experience during most of 19. The number of 
new cases of poliomyelitis reported for the current week 
was , as contrasted with 3 for the previous week. 


VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND 


All Causes: Disease and Injury: 
The admission rate from disease showed only minor 


fluctuations in most Service Commands. However, a 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS (CONT’D) 


decrease of more than 10 percent was reported by 


the First Service Command, while the greatest in- 
crease (9 percent) was registered by the Ninth Ser- 


vice Command (principally because of sharply increased 
admissions at Camp Stoneman, Calif.). 
vice Command continued to report the highest admission 


The Second Ser- 


rate from all causes (635 per thousand) and from di- 
sease (558 per thousand). The Sixth Service Command 
again had the lowest morbidity from disease (6 per 
thousand) although the First, Third, Fifth, Seventh, 
and Eighth Service Commands had only slightly higher 
rates. 


Sharp decreases in the admission rate from in- 


+ jury were reported by the First, Third, Fifth, Seventh, 


and Ninth Service Commands, but the Second and Fourth 


Service Commands registered significant increases. The 


highest morbidity rates from injury were reported by 


the Fourth and Eighth Service Commands (82 per thousand). 


Respiratory Causes: 
In general, most Service Commands had about the 


same morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. during the 
current week as during the previous one. However, in 


the First and Third Service Commands sizeable decreases 
occurred. Only the Second Service Command reported an 
admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. in excess of 


75 per thousand. 


The Sixth Service Command registered a sizeable 
decrease in morbidity from pneumonia so that for the 
first time this year no Service Command had a rate of 
10 or more per thousand. Nevertheless, the Sixth Ser- 
vice Command had the highest morbidity of any Command 
from this cause although the excess was not signif- 
icantly large. 


Common Communicable Diseases: 


Morbidity from venereal diseases, excluding EPTS 


cases, remained about the same in all Service 
Commands except the Second Service Command which 
reported an unusually high rate as a result of a 
relatively large number of admissions at Camp Shanks 
N.Y. and Tilton G. H. As a result the Second Service 
Command displaced the Fifth as the one with the 
highest morbidity from this cause. Relatively large 
numbers of task force troops not under the juris- 
diction of the Second Service Command are in large 
part responsible for the high morbidity from this | 
cause. 


Morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery continued 
at a relatively high level for the Fourth Service 
Command, while sizeable decreases were registered 
by the Sixth and Eighth Service Commands. The in- 
crease in the new cases of rheumatic fever for the 
country as a whole was accounted for by increases 
in the Second and Seventh Service Commands. 


NON-EFFECTIVE RATE: 

The non-effective rate increased slightly to 
36.8 per thousand for the current week. Over 10 
percent and possibly 15 percent or more of the 
current non-effective rate arises from days of 
treatment for cases evacuated to this country from 
overseas theaters. The non-effective rate for ver- 
sonnel stationed in the United States is estimated 
to be lower in 19) than in 193 after adjustment is 
made for the above-mentioned factor. 


HOSPITALIZATION DATA’ — ’ 


CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 


NUMBER I NUMBER 
(AS OF (AS OF 
on heo0 Be inc piece oes 
400,000 ——__—___—__ mms BED CAPACITY “* - 400,000 

Ses . 
x a a 
200,000 = * 200,000 
. fee ae —— 
YA 
yg - ee Es 
e) O 
JAN APR JULY OCT JAN APR JULY OCT 
NUMBER NUMBER 
noor WeeK) che oe weed 
4 STATION REGIONAL 


GENERAL HOSPITALS 


HOSPITALS* HOSPITALS 


150,000 150,000 
100,000 100,000 
50,000 50,000 
0 0 
JAN APR JULY OCT JULY OCT JULY OCT 
*EXCLUSIVE OF BEDS REPORTED IN DISPENSARIES, CONVALESCENT FACILITIES, + ALSO INCLUDES BEDS IN NON-FIXED HOSPITALS AT MANEUVER AREAS, 


VENEREAL DISEASE FACILITIES, AND COLLEGE TRAINING UNITS. 
‘ RMY Vv 
RESTRICTED Merce UNE 944 DATA ARE PORIAUTHORIZEDHEOS ARMY SERVICE FORCES, OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL 


8 MEDICAL STATISTICS DIVISION, HEALTH REPORTS BRANCH 


. 
| 


The total number of Army patients remaining in 
hospital at the end of the week was equivalent to a 
rate of 36.4 per thousand strength. The number of 
neuropsychiatric cases remaining as of 21 July 1944 
was reported at 15,996 or about 200 more than the 
previous week. 


The number of non-battlé injury patients remin- 
ing under treatment in hospital and quarters as of 
21 July 1944 totaled about 30,500 while the number of 
battle casualty patients remaining increased slightly 
to 8,368. All but 162 of the latter were in General 
Hospitals. 


CERTIFICATES OF DISABILITY FOR DISCHARGE: 

During the week ending 21 July 1944 the total nun 
ber of enlisted men discharged by CDD was 2,893 or about 
100 less than the previous week. Almost one-half of 
these discharges were reported by General Hospitals, 


CURRENT HOSPITAL CONDITIONS: 


In this report hospitalization data are presented 
in terms of authorized beds rather than in terms of bed 
capacity. (For definitions of beds authorized see para- 
graph 36h, AR 40-1080, C 2.) In a few instances where 
stations have not reported the number of authorized beds, 
the figures presented in this report are those for the 
reported total bed capacity. It should be noted that the 
total authorized beds may equal but cannot exceed the 
total bed capacity, and as a rule the former will be low- 
er than the latter. 


The total authorized beds as of 21 July 1944 nun- 
bered about 296,000, or about 2,000 less than at the end 
of the previous week. The total number of beds occupied 
was 136,000 (or 46 percent of the total beds authorized) 


COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS (CONT’D) 
PATIENTS REMAINING UNDER TREATMENT: 


Which was about 1,000 more than at the end of the previous 
RESTRICTED 


week. Included in the total authorized beds were 278 
T/O hospital beds and tentage, none of which were oc~ 
cupied. 


The total authorized beds in General Hospitals ~ 
numbered 109,000 or about 4,000 more than at the end 
of the previous week; this increase was the result of 
the opening of McGuire G.H., the merger of Fort 
Devens Regional Hospital with Lovell G.H., and the 
merger of Fort Bliss Regional Hospital with Wm. Beau- 
mont G.H. The total beds occupied in General Hos— 
pitals were about 49,000 (or about 45 percent of the 
authorized beds) which was about 2,000 more than at 
the end of the previous week because of the changes 
mentioned previously. 


Station hospitals (as distinct from Regional 
Hospitals) reported 119,000 total authorized beds, 
while the Regional Hospitals reported about 68,000 
beds. The number of beds occupied at station hos- 
pitals was about 52,000 or 44 percent of the total 
authorized beds. The beds occupied at Regional Hos= 
pitals mumbered 35,000 or 51 percent of the total 
authorized beds. 


As of 21 July 1944 the bed capacity of convales— 
cent facilities in General Hospitals was 17,648 which 
was an increase of about 2,000 as compared with the 
previous week principally due to the reporting for 
the first time of convalescent facilities at Lovell 
G.H., Nichols G.H., and Wm. Beaumont G.H. The total 
beds occupied in such convalescent facilities was 
5,280 which was 30 percent of the total bed capacity. 
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WEEK ENDING 2) July 19 44 


leAdair, Cp., Oreg. 


1-Lakeland AAF, Fla. 


COCCIDIOIDOMYCOSIS (14) 


2-Marana AAF, Ariz. 
5-Minter Fld., Calif. 
1-Muroc AAF, Calif. 
4-Roberts, Cpe, Calif. 
1-Santa Ana AAB, Calif. 
1-Williams Fid., Ariz. 


UNDULANT FEVER (4) 


1-Grenier Fld., N.H. 
1-Drew Fld., Fla. 
1-Phillips, Cpe, Kans. 
1-Bruns G.He, Texe 
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DIPHTHERIA (5) 


1-Crile G.H., Ohio 
2-Bowie, Cpe, Tex. 
1-Mt. Home AAB, Idaho 
1-Ord, Ft., Calif. 


TYPHUS FEVER (6) 


l1-Hunter Fld., Ga. 
1-Orlando AAFTC, Fla. 
1-Rucker, Cpey Ala. 
1-Big Springs, AAF, Tex. 
1-Bowie, Cp., Texe 
1-Claiborne, Cpe, la. 


TYPHOID FEVER (1 
1-Tyndall Fld., Fla. 


ANKYLOSTOMIASIS (1 


1-Foster G.H., Tenn. 
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POLIOMYELITIS (4) 


1-Boston PoE, Mass. 
1<West Point, N.Y. (Cadet) 
1-Knox, Fte, Kye 
1-Sheridan, Ft., Tl. 


FILARIASIS (2 
2—Carlisle Bks., Pa. 


KERATOCONJUNCTIVITIS (9) 


3—Pittsburgh Gen. Disp.,Pa. 
l1-Blanding, Cpe, Fla. 
1-Jos.T.eRobinson, Cpe, Ark. 
1-Kirtland Fid., Ne Mex. 
2—DeWitt GeH., Calif. 
1-Ontario AAF, Calif. 


TETANUS (1) 


l-Harvard AAF, Nebr. 


LIST OF CASES OF DISEASES WHICH ARE OF SPECIAL 


1-Patrick Henry, Cpe, Vae 
1-Story, Ft., Va. 
1-Benning, Ft., Ga. 
1-Butner, Cpe, N.C. 
1-Davis, Cp., N.C. 
1~Gordon, Cpe, Ga. 
1-Gulfport AAF, Miss. 
l-Nashville M.A., Tenn. 
2-St. Petersburg, Fla. 
1-Grand Island AAF, Nebr. 
l-Lowry Fld., Colo. 
1-Barksdale Fld., La. 
1-Bliss, Fte, Tex. 
2-Ellington Fld., Tex. 
1-Fannin, Cp., Tex. 
2—Howze, Cpe, TeX. 
l-Hulen, Cpe, Tex. 
1-Newport AAF, Ark. 
2-Baxter G.H., Wash. 
l-Muroc AAF, Calif. 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN SPOTTED FEVER 


1-Story, Ft., Vae (1) 


INTEREST 


INFECTIOUS HEPATITIS (61) 


2-Boston PoE, Mass. 
1-Upton, Cp., N.Y. 
l<Aberdeen Prov. Grde, Md. 
1-George G. Meade, Ft., Md. 
1-Hahneman Med. Cole, Pae 
2=-Indiantown Gap, Pa. 
1-Lee, Cpe, Va. 
1-Benning, Fte, Ga. 
1-Blanding, Cpe, Fla. 
1-Butner, Cp., N.C. 
1-Columbus, AAF, Miss. 
1-Dale Mabry Fld., Fla. 
1-Drew Fld., Fla. 
1-Finney G.H., Ga. 
1-Gordon, Cpe, Gae 
6-Jackson, Fte, S.C. 
2-Keesler Fld., Miss. 
1-Maxwell Fld., Ala. 
3—McClellan, Ft., Ala. 
1-Napier Fld., Ala. 
1-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
3-Stewart, Cpe, Ga. 
1-Turner Fld., Ga. 
2-Breckinridge, Cpe, Kye 
1-Knox, Fte, Kye 
1-Grant, Cp., Tl. 
1-Carson, Cpe, Colo. 
2=Dodge City AAFPS, Kans. 
1-Kansas City Gen.Disp.,Mo. 
1-McCook AAF, Nebr. 
1-Riley, Ft., Kans. 
2=Brooke G.H., Texe 
2=-Chaffee, Cpe, Arke 
2=Claiborne, Cpe, Ark. 
1-Ellington Fld., Tex. 
1-Jos. Te Robinson, Cp.,Ark. 
1-Kelly Fld., TeXe 

1-New Orleans PoE, La. 
1-Sill, Ft., Okla. 
2-Wolters, Cpe, Tex. 
1-Cooke, Cpe, Calif. 
l-Haan, Cp., Calif. 
l-March Fld., Calif. 
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LISTING LIMITED TO 
STATIONS REPORTING 
10 OR MORE CASES 


BACTERIAL FOOD POISONING 
27-Drew Fld., Fla. 


M’COCCIC MENINGITIS 
AT GENERAL HOSPITALS 
AND STATIONS UNDER 
5000 STRENGTH 


1-Pine Camp, N.Y. 
1-Hendricks Fld., Fla. 
l-Altus AAF, Okla. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY HEALTH REPORT 


FOR THE FIVE WEEK PERIOD ENDING 30 JUNE 1944 


COMMENT ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 


NATURE OF THE DATA: 

The data of this Supplementary Report, like those 
of the Weekly Health Reports, have been taken from 
Forms 86ab rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon 
General by every hospital and separate dispensary in 
the continental United States. However, unlike the 
Weekly Health Reports which are compiled on the basis 
of the figures as received, so as to place the infor- 
mation in circulation at the earliest possible time, 
the figures here presented for the five week period 
ending 30 June 1944 include the great majority of 
the corrected reports as well as revorts received too 
late to be incorporated in the Weekly Health Report. 


This Supplementary Report covers morbidity and 
mortality data for all individual stations with a 
strength of 1000 or over and gives details for admis- 
sions from venereal disease and for neuropsychiatric 
Cassese 


Charts showing morbidity trends from all causes, 
from all diseases combined, from injury, and from 
colds, influenza, etc. are presented on page 35. 
Similar charts for specified diseases appear on pages 
37, 39, and 41. A chart showing mortality trends is 
presented on page 43. A summary for the month of the 
number of admissions and corresponding morbidity rates 
and of the number of deaths and corresponding mor= 
tality rates for the United States as a whole and for 
the Service Commands is given on page 46, while on 
pages 44 and 45 there is a cumulative summary for the 
year to date for 1943 and for 1944. The most per- 
tinent morbidity data for individual stations are 
presented on pages 47 to 72. On pages 73 and 74 the 


RESTRICTED 


oA ee 


six stations with the highest rates of admission during 
the month are shown for each of the morbidity cat- 
egories considered. 


In reading the detailed tables, it should be borne 
in mind that morbidity (or mortality) rates based on 
small mambers of cases are not reliable. For this 
reason the symbol "?" has been placed after rates com 
puted on the basis of 5 or fewer cases. Attention is 
directed to the definitions of admissions and admission 
rates and the discussion of the proportion of total 
Army strength included in the stations covered by this 
Report as given on Page 2. Hereafter, the term "month 
will be used to denote the four or five week period 
based on the number of Fridays in the calendar month. 


MORBIDITY FROM ALL CAUSES: ; DISEASE AND INJURY 
Morbidity from all causes and from disease was 
lower in June than in May, thus continuing the downward 


trend manifest since January. Admission rates from al] 
causes and from disease decreased about 10 percent 


since May. The admission rate from disease has de- 
clined about 50 percent from the peak rate recorded 
for December 193, almost entirely due to lower mor- 
bidity from respiratory causes. The annual admission 
rate from all causes for June was at the lowest point 
for this war, being reported at 552 per year per thou- 
sand strength or almost 25 percent below that for 

June 19),3. 


The admission rate for injury increased by about 
7 percent to a rate of 73 per thousand, the highest 
recorded since November 193. Nonetheless the current 
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COMMENTS ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS (CONT’D) 


level of morbidity from this cause is about 20 per- 
cent under that for the corresponding month of 19)3. 


The admission rate from disease for the first 
6 months of 194) was 619 per thousand or almost 25 
percent lower than the corresponding rate for 193. 
The admission rate from injury for the first half of 
194 was 69 per thousand or about 15 percent lower 
than for the same period of 193. 


Lower morbidity from disease during June as 


compared with May was reported by every Service Com~ 


mand. The largest decreases occurred in the Third, 
Sixth, and Seventh Service Commands and the Military 
District of Washington, all of which showed declines 
of over 100 per thousand in the admission rate, 
largely because of corresponding decreases in mor- 


bidity from colds, influenza, etc. 


The Military District of Washington again re- 
ported the hizhest admission rates from all causes 
and from disease (more than 10 percent higher than 
for the country as a whole); the Second Service 
Command reported the next highest rates, only 
slightly below those for the Military District of 
Washington. The lowest admission rates from all 
causes and from disease were registered in the Sixth 
Service Command (about 5 percent under those for the 
United States as a whole). It is noteworthy that 
the First, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Seventh, and Ninth 
Service Commands all experienced morbidity from di- 
sease within 2 percent of the rate for the total 
United States. 


RESPIRATORY DISEASES: 

The admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. 
decreased from 121 per thousand in May to 77 per 
thousand in June, a decline of over 35 percent. The 
rate for June was more than 0 percent lower than 


that for the corresponding month of 193; it was in fact 
the lowest rate recorded during this war, being about 20 
percent below the previous record low (August 193). In 
contrast with the peak morbidity for colds, influenza, 
etc. reached in December 193, current morbidity is 85 
percent lower. Morbidity from these causes during the 
first six months of 19); was almost 0 percent lower than 
during 1943. 


For the third consecutive month every Service Con- 
mand reported lower morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. 
The largest decreases were registered in the Sixth and 
Seventh Service Commands which had previously reported by 
far the highest admission rates of any Service Commands. 
Nonetheless, the Seventh Service Command along with the 
Second, reported the highest morbidity from these causes 
(about 95 per year per thousand); however, this level of 
morbidity was only about 20 percent higher than that for 
the country as a whole, whereas during May variations in 
morbidity from these causes were much wider as is evi- 
denced by the Seventh Service Command reporting an admis- 
sion rate |}0 percent. above the average for the U.S. The 
Fourth Service Command continued in June to report the 
lowest rate of admission from colds, influenza, etc. (163 
per thousand or about 20 percent lower than the rate for 
the entire country). 


Morbidity from all forms of pneumonia decreased 
markedly. The admission rate of 8 per thousand for June 
was about 0 percent lower than for the corresponding 
month of 193 and at the lowest level since the summer 
of 1942. The Sixth Service Command continued to report 
by far the highest morbidity from this cause; even though 
the June admission rate for this Service Command was abo 
25 percent lower than in May, it was almost double the 
June rate for the country as a whole. The lowest morbid- 
ity from pneumonia was reported by the Second and Ninth 
Service Commands. 
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COMMENTS ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS (CONT'D) 


Atypical pneumonia accounted for about two- 
thirds of the total admissions from pneumonia, the 
highest proportion so far recorded. The percentage 
of pneumonia cases diagnosed as atypical was high- 
est in the First and Fourth Service Commands and the 
Military District of Washington, in all of which the 
proportion was about 75 percent or more. 


DIARRHEA AND DYSENTERY: 

Morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery increased 
by more than 50 percent in June. However, the cur- 
rent level of morbidity is about 35 percent lower 
than during the corresponding month of 1943. How- 
ever morbidity from this cause for the first half of 
19), was about the same as during the first 6 months 
of 1943. The Fourth and Fifth Service Commands re- 
sag the highest morbidity from this cause in June 
1944. 


VENEREAL DISEASE: 

Morbidity from venereal titans excluding cases 
contracted prior to entry on active service (EPTS), 
remained at the same high level as during May and was 
about 20 percent higher than for June 193. Despite 
this relatively unfavorable overall experience, mor- 
bidity from syphilis has decreased rather steadily 
during the past two years; the rate of 3.6 per thou- 
sand for June 19); was about 30 percent lower than 
for the corresponding month of 193. For the first 
6 months of 194) morbidity from venereal disease, 
excluding EPTS cases, has been about 20 percent 
higher than for the first half of 19)3. 


The First, Second, and Fifth Service Commands 
reported in June the highest morbidity from venereal 
disease, excluding EPTS cases; all had rates of at 
least 0 per thousand. The Second Service Command 
| reported a relatively high admission rate chiefly be- 
cause of high incidence among task force troops not 
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under its jurisdiction. 


Morbidity represented by venereal EPTS cases was 
reported at about 15 per thousand during June, a de- 
crease from 20 per thousand in May. Variations in the 
admission rate for venereal EPTS cases as between Ser- 
vice Commands possess relatively little significance 
because they reflect a different geographical and racial 
distribution of Army personnel as compared with that of 
new inductees. 


The very much higher incidence of venereal disease 
among colored personnel as contrasted with whites is 
indicated in the chart on page 37. Morbidity from 
venereal disease, excluding EPTS cases, has throughout 
this year been about 7 times as high for colored troops 
as for the remainder of the Army, while for EPTS cases 
the colored rate was about 30 times as high. Detailed 
data by race for May 19), are contained in the Supple- 
mentary Health Report of the Weekly Health Report No. 28 
(page 33). The June data presented here are preliminary. 


Data on venereal disease cases remaining under g 
ment at the end of June are shown in the following table 
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COMMENT ON RECENT 


The great bulk of these cases were contracted after 
entry on active service. Syphilis cases represented 
.87 percent of the total patients remaining under 
treatment in hospital, while gonorrhea and other 
venereal diseases accounted for 1.38 percent of the 
total patients. The very much longer duration of 
hospitalization for syphilis is indicated by the fact 
that less than 12 percent of the total venereal ad- 
missions (excluding EPTS cases) were for this cause, 
but almost 0 percent of the cases remaining under 
treatment, were for syphilis. The total number of 
days lost from duty during June because of venereal 
disease was about 116,000 or an average of about 
23,000 per week; this represented a non-effective 
rate of .81 per thousand which was the same as in 
May. 


MEASLES: 

Morbidity from measles decreased seasonally to 
the relatively low rate of 1.6 per thousand which 
however is probably about 3 times as high as the 
minimum rate that may be expected during the late 
summer and fall months. For the first half of 19hh 
morbidity from this cause was about 65 percent low- 
er than during the corresponding part of 193. No 
Service Command reported esnecially high morbidity 
from this cause during June. . 


MUMPS: 
Morbidity from mumps decreased by almost 50 per- 


cent during June. The admission rate from this cause 
was several times higher than for measles or scarlet 
fever. In previous years a longer time also elapsed 
before the admission rate for mumps declined sharply 
to reach its seasonal low, generally during the fall 
months. For the first 6 months of 19h) morbidity 
from this cause was about 5 percent lower than for 
the same period of 193. 
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SCARLET FEVER: 

Morbidity from scarlet fever declined sharply in 
June and was at a rate of only 1.0 per thousand. None- 
theless, further seasonal decreases may be expected in 
the next few months. Unlike the morbidity experience 
for measles and mumps the admission rate for scarlet 
fever for the first 6 months of 194) was only slightly 
lower than in the first half of 193. 


MENINGOCOCCIC MENINGITIS: 

or ty from meningitis decreased for the third 
consecutive month and was reported at .6 per thousand for 
June. This is about 30 percent lower than during June 
1943 but is considerably above the low level reported 
during the period from September to November 19)3 when 
the rate was only .3 per thousand. No Service Command 
reported a relatively high morbidity rate from this cause 
The admission rate from meningitis for the first 6 months 
of 19l) was about 50 percent lower than during the same 
period of 19);3. 
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COMMENT ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS CCONT’D) 


RHEUMATIC FEVER: 

Morbidity from rheumatic fever decreased by 
about 10 percent from the record high level main- 
tained during the previous three months and was at 
the same level as in June 193. The admission rate 
from this cause for the first 6 months of this year 
was about 35 percent higher than for the first half 
of 1943. 


TUBERCULOSIS: 

Morbidity from tuberculosis continued at about 
the same level as has prevailed during the previous 
twelve months, but considerably below that in 192. 
The admission rate for June was reported at 1.0 per 
thousand or 10 percent above May. As of the end of 
June 194 there were about 1150 cases of tuberculo- 
sis remaining under treatment; these represented .80 

ipercent of the total number of patients remaining 
under treatment in hospital. 


; MALARIA: 

~~ Morbidity from malaria acquired in the U.S. in- 
creased seasonally to .3 per thousand in June. The 
number of cases of malaria presumably acquired over- 
seas admitted for treatment in June averaged about 

600 per week or about 25 percent higher than the week- 
ly average in May and by far the highest so far recor- 
ded. As of the end of the month there were about 2300 
cases of malaria remaining under treatment represent- 
ing 1.61 percent of the total patients oe under 
treatment in hospital. 


NEUROPSYCHIATRIC DISORDERS: 

The annual rate of admission from neuropsychiatric 
disorders increased fractionally to 32.7 per thousand, 
which is the highest rate reported since September 19);3. 
The current level of morbidity from this cause is about 
oN ete higher than that during the early months of 
1943. 
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The Second Service Command, which had a very high 
rate of admission from these causes during May, report- 
ed a 20 percent increase in June to a figure of almost 
70 per thousand (more than double the rate for the 
United States as a whole); this increase reflected in 
part a relatively large number of admissions at Atlan- 
tic City AAI Redistribution Center and at several Gen- 
eral Hospitals. 


Psychiatric cases continued to account for. slight- 
ly more than 90 percent of the total neuropsychiatric 
admissions. As in previous months this same proportion 
held in most Service Commands, with the exception of the 
First (where less than 1 percent of the cases were re- 
ported as organic neurological) and the Military Dis- 
trict of Washington and the Sixth Service Command (in 
both of which over 15 percent of the cases were report- 
ed as organic neurological). 


The number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining 
under treatment at the end of the month increased 
slightly to 16,44), the highest level attained so far 
this year. Almost the entire increase was accounted for 
by locked ward cases. Neuropsychiatric cases remaining 
represented 11.5 percent of the total patients remain- 
ing in hospital for all causes, with the open ward cases 
accounting for 7.8 percent and the locked ward cases for 
the remaining 3.7 percent. 
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MORTALITY: 

Mortality from all causes during June was re- 
ported at a rate of 2.30 per thousand or about 5 per- 
cent lower than for May. The reported mortality rate 
for injury of 1.78 per thousand accounted for the 
major portion of the total death rate. It should be 
noted that reporting of deaths on Form 86ab is know 
to be incomplete, particularly deaths from injury for 
which the understatement is possibly as great as 25 
percent. The decrease in the total death rate was 
due to decreases in mortality from both disease and 
injury. The mortality rate from disease, reported at 
-52 per thousand, was the lowest registered since the 
fall months of 1943 (when the level was about .l5 per 
thousand). 


Mortality from all causes during the first 6 
months of 19) was about 10 percent higher than for 
the corresponding period of 193; the entire increase 
was more than accounted for by the mortality rate 
from injury which was almost 30 percent higher, while 
the mortality rate from disease was about 20 percent 
lower. 


NON-EFFECTIVE RATE: 

The non-effective rate for June was reported at 
36.0 per thousand strength or about the same as for 
the previous month. Despite lower admission rates 
the non-effective rate for June 19); was 9 percent 
higher than for June 1943; this increase is more ap- 
parent than real since it is entirely the result of 
the inclusion of days lost in General Hospitals by 
evacuees from overseas (who account for probably 15 
percent of the current non-effective rate). When 
the time lost by evacuees from overseas is excluded, 
the non-effective rate for personnel stationed in the 
United States is indicated to be lower than at the 
corresponding time in 193. 


The non-effective rate from injury in June was 
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DEVELOPMENTS (CCONT’D) 


7. per thousand strength which is about the same as in 
previous months. 


_ The variations in the non-effective rate by 

Service Command do not reflect so much the variations 

in morbidity between Service Commands as the varying 
number of General Hospitals in each Service Command. 
When comparisons are made between the non-effective 
rates excluding General Hospitals, the variations in the 
non-effective rate by Service Command are seen to be 
very much smaller than when the days lost in General 
Hospitals are included, as evidenced in the table below: 


Service Including Excluding 
Command Gen.Hosp. Gen.Hosp. 
TOTAL U.S. 36.0 23.0 
I 39.2 22.8 
II oe Ee 20.9 
III 36.5 23-2 
uDW 75.8 26.5 
IV 4 2363 
V 50.2 17.9 
VI 3567 19.7 
VIII 30.9 21.9 
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